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Notes:

“Before the Holy Spirit took up residence in the heart of the believer, the
conscience was like a broken compass, pulled this way and that by popular
opinion, personal lusts, upside-down morality, and ignorance. Now, however, that
compass is able to find true north with increasing accuracy as the Holy Spirit

retrains and guides the needle.”
Charles R. Swindoll, Saindoll’s New Testament Insights: Insights on
Romans, Zondervan, Grand Rapids, Michigan, 2010, p. 290.



Gray Area Field Guide
The following is designed as atool to get you started on understanding what

Scripture says about various gray areas. As such, it is not an exhaustive list of
Scriptures applying to a particle topic.

From Community Bible Church’s
Satement of Faith:

The Scriptures: We believe the sixty-six books of the Old and New Testaments
are verbally inspired of God and are the Word of God without error in the original
writings. We believe this inspiration extends equally and fully to all parts of
Scripture. The Scriptures are unchangeable Truth, the final authority in faith and
life, and the complete revelation of God' s will for the salvation of man.

General Principles:

1. Theheart of the matter isa matter of the heart!

Proverbs 4:23 “Above all else, guard your heart, for it is the wellspring of
life.”

Matthew 5:27-28 “Y ou have heard that it was said, ‘Do not commit
adultery.” But | tell you that anyone who looks a a woman lustfully has
already committed adultery with her in his heart” (emphasis added).

2. Flee Temptation!

Il Timothy 2:22a " Flee the evil desires of youth...”

3. Pursue Righteousness

Il Timothy 2:22b “...and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace,
along with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart.”

Principlesfor Common Gray Areas:

Alcohol

| Timothy 5:23 “Stop drinking only water, and use a little wine because of your



stomach and your frequent illnesses.”

Ephesians 5:18 “Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be
filled with the Spirit.”

Proverbs 23:29-35 “Who has woe? Who has sorrow? Who has strife? Who has
complaints? Who has needless bruises? Who has bloodshot eyes?

Those who linger over wine, who go to sample bowls of mixed wine.

Do not gaze at wine when it is red, when it sparkles in the cup,
when it goes down smoothly!

In the end it bites like a snake and poisons like a viper.

Y our eyes will see strange sights and your mind imagine confusing things.

Y ou will be like one sleeping on the high seas, lying on top of the rigging.

‘They hit me,” you will say, ‘but I'm not hurt! They beat me, but | don't feel it! When
will | wake up so | can find another drink?’

| Corinthians 6:12 “‘ Everything is permissible for me'—»but not everything is
beneficial. ‘Everything is permissible for me’'—but | will not be mastered by
anything.”

John 2:6-11 “Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used by the Jews for
ceremonial washing, each holding from twenty to thirty gallons.

Jesus said to the servants, ‘Fill the jars with water’; so they filled them to the brim.

Then he told them, *Now draw some out and take it to the master of the banquet.’

They did so, and the master of the banquet tasted the water that had been turned into
wine. He did not realize where it had come from, though the servants who had
drawn the water knew. Then he called the bridegroom aside and said, ‘Everyone
brings out the choice wine first and then the cheaper wine after the guests have
had too much to drink; but you have saved the best till now.’

This, thefirst of his miraculous signs, Jesus performed in Cana of Galilee. He thus
revealed his glory, and his disciples put their faith in him.”

Revenge

Romans12:17-21 “Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what isright in
the eyes of everybody. If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace
with everyone. Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God's wrath,
for it iswritten: ‘It is mine to avenge; | will repay,” saysthe Lord. Onthe
contrary:

‘If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he isthirsty, give him something to drink.

In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.” Do not be overcome by evil,
but overcome evil with good.”

Tobacco



| Corinthians 6: 12, 19-20 “‘ Everything is permissible for me'—Dbut not everything is
beneficial. ‘Everything is permissible for me’'—but | will not be mastered by
anything.”

“Do you not know that your body is atemple of the Holy Spirit, who isin you, whom
you have received from God? Y ou are not your own; you were bought at a price.
Therefore honor God with your body.”

Media

Philippians 4:8 “Finally, brothers, whatever istrue, whatever is noble, whatever is
right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is
excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things.”

Ephesians 5:3 “But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or
of any kind of impurity, or of greed, because these are improper for God's holy
people.”

| Corinthians 15:33 “Do not be misled: ‘Bad company corrupts good character.’””

Dancing

Ephesians 5:3 “But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or
of any kind of impurity, or of greed, because these are improper for God's holy
people.”

[l Timothy 2:22 “Flee the evil desires of youth and pursue righteousness, faith, love
and peace, along with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart.”

Fashion
Proverbs 31:30 “Charm is deceptive, and beauty is fleeting; but a woman who fears
the LORD isto be praised.”

1 Peter 3:3-4 “Y our beauty should not come from outward adornment, such as
braided hair and the wearing of gold jewelry and fine clothes. Instead, it should be
that of your inner self, the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is of
great worth in God's sight.”

Matthew 6:25-33 “* Therefore | tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will
eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more important
than food, and the body more important than clothes? Look at the birds of the air;
they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father
feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? Who of you by worrying
can add a single hour to his life?

And why do you worry about clothes? See how the lilies of the field grow. They do
not labor or spin. Yet | tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was



dressed like one of these. If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is
here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe
you, O you of little faith? So do not worry, saying, “What shall we eat?’ or “What
shall we drink?’ or “What shall we wear?’ For the pagans run after all these
things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. But seek first his
kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you aswell.’”

Sexual Purity

Ephesians 5:3 “But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or
of any kind of impurity, or of greed, because these are improper for God' s holy
people.”

| Corinthians 6:18-20 “Flee from sexual immorality. All other sins a man commits are
outside his body, but he who sins sexually sins against his own body. Do you not
know that your body is atemple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have
received from God? Y ou are not your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore
honor God with your body.”

Matthew 5:27-30 “* Y ou have heard that it was said, “Do not commit adultery.” But |
tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed
adultery with her in his heart. If your right eye causes you to sin, gouge it out and
throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your
whole body to be thrown into hell. And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it
off and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for
your whole body to go into hell.””

Hebrews 13:4 “Marriage should be honored by all, and the marriage bed kept pure,
for God will judge the adulterer and all the sexually immoral.”

Tattoos/Body Piercings

| Corinthians 6:19-20 “‘ Do you not know that your body is atemple of the Holy
Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? Y ou are not your own;
you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your body.’”

M odesty

| Timothy 2:9-10 “1 also want women to dress modestly, with decency and propriety,
not with braided hair or gold or pearls or expensive clothes, but with good deeds,
appropriate for women who profess to worship God.”

Romans 14:13 “Therefore let us sop passing judgment on one another. Instead, make
up your mind not to put any stumbling block or obstacle in your brother's way.”



Submitting to Authorities

Romans13:1-10 “Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for
there is no authority except that which God has established. The authorities that
exist have been established by God. Consequently, he who rebels against the
authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who do so will
bring judgment on themselves. For rulers hold no terror for those who do right,
but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the onein
authority? Then do what is right and he will commend you. For heis God's
servant to do you good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the
sword for nothing. He is God's servant, an agent of wrath to bring punishment on
the wrongdoer. Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only
because of possible punishment but also because of conscience. Thisis also why
you pay taxes, for the authorities are God's servants, who give their full timeto
governing. Give everyone what you owe him: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if
revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor.

Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for he
who loves his fellowman has fulfilled the law. The commandments, ‘Do not
commit adultery,” ‘Do not murder,” ‘Do not steal,” ‘Do not covet,” and whatever
other commandment there may be, are summed up in this one rule: ‘Love your
neighbor as yourself.” Love does no harm to its neighbor. Therefore love isthe
fulfillment of the law.”

Luke 20:25 “Then give to Caesar what is Caesar's, and to God what is God's.”

Friends
1 Corinthians 15:33 “Do not be misled: ‘Bad company corrupts good character.’”

Mark 2:15-17 “While Jesus was having dinner at Levi's house, many tax
collectors and ‘sinners’ were eating with him and his disciples, for there were
many who followed him. When the teachers of the law who were Pharisees saw
him eating with the *sinners’ and tax collectors, they asked his disciples: ‘Why
does he eat with tax collectors and “sinners’?”

On hearing this, Jesus said to them, It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but
the sick. | have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.””



