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“The Christian who did most for the present world
were just those who thought most about the next...
It is since Christians have largely ceased to think of the other world
that they become so ineffective in this,
Aim at heaven and you will get earth ‘thrown in:’
aim at earth and you will get neither.”
C.S. Lewis

The Joys of Heaven:

1. Beauty (Revelation 21:1-2, 10-11, 18-27)

2. Purpose (Revelation 22:3-5; Matthew 25:23)

3. Intimacy (Revelation 21:3-7, 22-27, 22:3-5)



What We Assume
About Heaven

What the Bible Says
About Heaven

Non-Earth
Unfamiliar; otherworldly
Disembodied

Foreign

Leaving favorite things behind

No time and space
Static

Neither old (like Eden) nor new and
earthly; just strange and unknown

Nothing to do; floating on the
clouds
No learning or discovery; instant
and complete knowledge
Boring
Loss of desire

Absence of the terrible (but
presence of little we desire)

New Earth
Familiar; earthly
Resurrected (embodied)
Home (all the comforts of home
with all the innovations of an

infinitely creative God)

Retaining the good; finding the best
ahead

Time and space
Dynamic
Both old and new
A God to worship and serve; a
universe to rule; purposeful work to
accomplish; friends to enjoy

An eternity of learning and
discovering

Fascinating
Continuous fulfillment of desire
Presence of the wonderful

(everything we desire and nothing
we don’t)

Randy Alcorn, Heaven, Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., Wheaton, Illinois,

2004, p. 155.



